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DOING BUSINESS WITH THE PHILADELPHIA REGIONAL PORT AUTHORITY



PHILAPORT - WHO WE ARE – WHAT WE DO



THE COVID IMPACT
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CONS:  
• Rise in bidding prices
• Supply chain issues – shortage of materials (direct impact of bid prices)
• Project schedules have been impacted
• Availability of contractors and short-staffed companies
• Worked remotely from March 2020 – June 2021

PROS:
• Implementation of e-Bidding
• Forced PhilaPort staff to find creative ways to be efficient and get the job done
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Helping Small and Diverse Businesses Do Business with PhilaPort

1.    Come to Pre-Bid Meetings

2.    Network with Primes
3. Get your name out there

4. Attend outreach events

How Small and Diverse Businesses Can Receive PhilaPort Opportunities

1. BY PHONE: 215-426-2600 or Direct Line: 215-423-5668

2. SEND AN EMAIL:  procurement@philaport.com

• Include a list of services

• Include any diverse certifications
• Include contact information

How Small and Diverse Businesses Can Do Business with Other State Agencies

CoStars – Commonwealth’s Cooperative Purchasing Program
Contact GS-PACostars@pa.gov, Ph: 1-866-768-7827

mailto:procurement@philaport.com
mailto:GS-PACostars@pa.gov


TYPES OF SOLICITATIONS ISSUED AT PHILAPORT
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• Invitation For Bid
o Construction (over $19K)
o On-call construction (under $19K)

• Request For Proposals 
o Professional Services (over $19K)
o Design Professional Services (On-Call Engineering and RFPs)

• Request For Qualifications
o Issued prior to highly specialized construction

• Request For Quotations
o Small Procurements

❖ Services and Supplies



MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS:BUDGETED YEARS

Fiscal Year 18-19:  $20 Million

Fiscal Year 19-20:  $20 Million

Fiscal Year 20-21:  $15 Million

Fiscal Year 21-22:  $15 Million

FUNDING SOURCES:

Commonwealth of PA funding

Federal/State Grant Funds

Operating Revenue (Generated by tenants)
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PHILAPORT FUNDING



WWW.PHILAPORT.COM/PROCUREMENT
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http://www.philaport.com/PROCUREMENT


www.philport.com/procurement
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UPCOMING PROJECTS LISTING

UPCOMING:

Various Fire Suppression Improvements Formal Bid Planned 2021 Q4

Request for Qualifications TMT Crane Electrification RFQ Planned 2021 Q4

TMT Crane Electrification of K1 (K4 Add Alt)
Formal Bid (to qualified 

bidders)
Planned 2021 Q4

78 Annex Sprinklers Formal Bid Planned 2021 Q4

Pier 84 Elevator Repairs RFP Planned 2021 Q4

Request for Proposals for Electric Yard Tractors RFP Planned 2021 Q4

PAMT Security Camera Upgrades Formal Bid Planned 2021 Q4

PAMT Cyber-Security Assessment and Training Program Formal Bid Planned 2021 Q4

http://www.philport.com/procurement


PHILAPORT’S REQUIREMENTS
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• VENDOR DATA MANANGEMENT UNIT NUMBER:

• www.vendorregistration.state.pa.us

• Or google “PA VENDOR NUMBER”

• APPROVED APPRENTICESHIP TRAINING PROGRAM

• PERFORMANCE AND PAYMENT BONDS

• INSURANCE

• DIVERSITY INCLUSION (20%)

http://www.vendorregistration.state.pa.us/


• REQUIREMENT: 20% Historically Underutilized Business (HUB) participation of the 

total contract value

• Must use at least two (2) of the following categories of inclusion:

o Minority, Women, Veteran, Service-Disabled Veteran, LGBT

• Not one category being utilized can have less than 5% 

• Contracts that are not compliant may be subject to liquidated damages

• Repeat offenders can be precluded from bidding for a 6 month period
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DIVERSITY IN CONTRACTING



SOME REQUIREMENTS OF BID SUBMISSIONS
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• Bid Form
o Bidder Responsiveness and Responsibility Certification

o Affidavit of Non-Collusion (incorporated into the bid form)
o Diversity and Inclusion
o Approved Apprenticeship Training Program
o Safety
o TWIC 

o Vendor Management Unit ID Number
o Federal Tax Id

• Diversity Inclusion Information
• Performance and Payment Bonds
• Acknowledged Addenda



DOING BUSINESS WITH PHILAPORT
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Contact Information:

Kate Bailey

215.426.2600 or 215.423.5668

procurement@philaport.com

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter



Opportunities in 
Transportation

A 2021 City of Philadelphia’s Virtual 
Minority Enterprise Development 
Week (MED WEEK) Event

Oct 2021



SEPTA STAT – OCTOBER 2016MED Week Event – Oct 2021

Opportunities in Transportation

Presenters

Diane McCarthy, MBA 

Senior Contract Administrator

Professional and Technical Services Group 

SEPTA Procurement & Supply Chain 
Management



Nathan G. Heitzman

DBE Program Specialist

SEPTA DBE Program Office



SEPTA STAT – OCTOBER 2016MED Week Event – Oct 2021

Opportunities in Transportation



SEPTA STAT – OCTOBER 2016MED Week Event – Oct 2021

Opportunities in Transportation

Procurement & Supply Chain Management 

➢ Broad Range of Needs at SEPTA

➢ Registering on SEPTA’s electronic Procurement System (ePS)

➢ Accessing Procurement Information via our website

➢ SEPTA Forward– A Vision for a Stronger Future

▪ Planning & Construction Projects

Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) Program

➢ Overview

➢ Certification Requirements / Applying

➢ DBE vs *MBE/**WBE/***DsBE

(*Minority Business Enterprise/**Woman Business Enterprise/***Disabled Business Enterprise)



Opportunities in Transportation--
(unmuting your opportunities)

Procurement & Supply Chain Management



SEPTA STAT – OCTOBER 2016MED Week Event – Oct 2021

Opportunities in Transportation
Broad Range of Needs

➢ Suppliers of materials / equipment / supplies

➢ Suppliers of services

➢ Business partners

➢ Proactive collaborators

➢ Everything has changed in this past year (like no other!)



SEPTA STAT – OCTOBER 2016MED Week Event – Oct 2021

Opportunities in Transportation
SEPTA’s Website: www.septa.org

Click to add text

http://www.septa.org/


SEPTA STAT – OCTOBER 2016
MED Week Event – Oct 2021

Opportunities in Transportation
Electronic Procurement System (ePS)

Click to add text



SEPTA STAT – OCTOBER 2016MED Week Event – Oct 2021

Opportunities in Transportation
Electronic Procurement System (ePS)



SEPTA STAT – OCTOBER 2016MED Week Event – Oct 2021

Opportunities in Transportation
Accessing Procurement Information



SEPTA STAT – OCTOBER 2016MED Week Event – Oct 2021

Opportunities in Transportation
Accessing Procurement Information

Click to add text



SEPTA STAT – OCTOBER 2016MED Week Event – Oct 2021

Opportunities in Transportation
Reimagining the System (previously Growing the System)

➢ New Rail Projects

➢ Redesigning Locations

➢ Improving Sustainability

➢ Restoration

➢ Equipment Upgrades

➢ Artificial Intelligence

➢ Information Technology

➢ Business Systems

➢ Acquiring Properties



SEPTA STAT – OCTOBER 2016MED Week Event – Oct 2021

Opportunities in Transportation
Current Construction & Planning Projects



Opportunities in Transportation

Upcoming Plans

https://planning.septa.org/reports/

MED Week Event – Oct 2021

https://planning.septa.org/reports/


Opportunities in Transportation

Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) 
Program



SEPTA STAT – OCTOBER 2016MED Week Event – Oct 2021

Opportunities in Transportation
DBE Program Office – Overall Responsibilities

DBE

DBE Certification/

SBE Verification

Technical Assistance, 

Business Development, 

& Outreach

REBUILDING the System

Workforce Reporting

Establish SEPTA’s 

Annual DBE Goal,

Contract Goals and

Monitoring



SEPTA STAT – OCTOBER 2016MED Week Event – Oct 2021

Opportunities in Transportation
DBE Certification

➢ The DBE Program is a Federal Program regulated by the United States 
Department of Transportation’s Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations, Parts 
26 and 23

➢ Applicants must meet eligibility criteria to be certified as a DBE

➢ A DBE is a for-profit small business that is at least 51%:

✓ Owned, 

✓ Managed and 

✓ Controlled by one or more socially and economically disadvantaged 
individuals

➢ In the case of a corporation, 51% of the stock must be owned by one or 
more such individuals



SEPTA STAT – OCTOBER 2016MED Week Event – Oct 2021

Opportunities in Transportation
DBE Certification

➢ Social Disadvantage –

➢ Members of the following groups are presumed to be disadvantaged:  

➢ Women 

➢ Black Americans 

➢ Hispanic Americans 

➢ Native Americans 

➢ Asian-Pacific Americans 

➢ Subcontinent Asian Americans

➢ Other minorities found to be disadvantaged by the U.S. Small 
Business Administration (SBA)

➢ Persons who are not members of the presumed groups may be eligible if 
they establish their “social” and “economic” disadvantage



SEPTA STAT – OCTOBER 2016MED Week Event – Oct 2021

Opportunities in Transportation
DBE Certification / Small Business Enterprise (SBE) Verification

➢ Economic Disadvantage –

➢ Personal Net Worth (PNW) must not exceed $1.32 Million

➢ Firm’s three-year average annual gross receipts (including affiliates) 
must not exceed the overall size limit of $26.29 Million

▪ Must also meet the size standard for the firm’s North American 
Industry Classification System (NAICS) Code(s)

➢ For Interstate certification, applicant firms must be DBE certified in 
their home state

➢ SBE Verification

▪ Must meet the same size standards (PNW & gross receipts) as 
DBEs

▪ Social disadvantage is not a criteria 



SEPTA STAT – OCTOBER 2016MED Week Event – Oct 2021

Opportunities in Transportation
Pennsylvania Unified Certification Program (PA UCP)

➢ SEPTA is one of five certifying participants in the PA UCP:

➢ SEPTA DBE Program Office

➢ Philadelphia International Airport, Office of Business Diversity

➢ Port Authority of Allegheny County

➢ Allegheny County Department of Equity and Inclusion

➢ Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, Bureau of Equal 
Opportunity



SEPTA STAT – OCTOBER 2016
MED Week Event – Oct 2021

Opportunities in Transportation
Pennsylvania Unified Certification Program (PA UCP)

PA UCP’s website:  www.paucp.com

➢ All firms listed on the PA UCP website are certified DBEs

➢ Contractors/consultants source the PA UCP website when seeking to fulfill 
DBE participation requirements on contracts

➢ Firms apply on-line for DBE certification (must obtain login credentials) 

➢ Once certified, all DBE certification maintenance (e.g., annual updates, 
contact information, change in structure, ownership, etc.) is done via the 
electronic system

http://www.paucp.com/


SEPTA STAT – OCTOBER 2016MED Week Event – Oct 2021

Opportunities in Transportation
MBE/WBE vs DBE Certification

Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) and Women’s Business Enterprise (WBE)
Certifications

➢ State or City government regulated programs for 

minority and women owned businesses

➢ Varying criteria for certification 

➢ Certified firms count towards respective agency’s contracting goals

➢ Agencies often accept third-party certification for reciprocal 
certification approval

DBE Certification 

➢ Guided by One Regulation Nationwide (49 CFR Part 26)

➢ Federal program implemented by state agencies



SEPTA STAT – OCTOBER 2016
MED Week Event – Oct 2021

Opportunities in Transportation
Highlights

DBE Participation (Federally-funded Projects)

Federal 

Fiscal Year

DBE 

Goal

Total Contract 

Dollars

Total DBE

Dollars

Total DBE 

%

Total Prime 

Payments

Total DBE 

Payments

Total DBE 

%

2017 14% 7,513,195$            1,079,101$            14.4% 28,209,291$          4,215,609$            14.9%

2018 15% 8,233,738$            1,290,611$            15.7% 23,597,662$          2,952,369$            12.5%

2019 15% 19,595,489$          3,348,688$            17.1% 24,772,487$          5,729,991$            23.1%

35,342,422$          5,718,400$            16.2% 76,579,440$          12,897,969$          16.8%

Committed Dollars Paid Dollars

(New Awards) (Closed Contracts)

DBE Certification

➢ Since February 2018, SEPTA has processed more than 210 DBE 
certification applications, approving certification for 126 new 
DBEs, and 2 Small Business Enterprises (SBE)

➢ Currently responsible for the annual review of over 500 certified 
DBEs and SBEs



SEPTA STAT – OCTOBER 2016
MED Week Event – Oct 2021

Opportunities in Transportation
Third Party MBE/WBE/DsBE Certifications

Popular MBE/WBE/DsBE Programs:

➢ The Enterprise Center – MBE, WBE and Disabled Business 
Enterprise (DsBE)
http://www.theenterprisecenter.com/certification

➢ Women’s Business Enterprise Center (WBEC) East &
Women’s Business Enterprise National Council (WBENC) – WBE
www.wbecouncil.org | www.wbenc.org

➢ Eastern Minority Supplier Development Council (EMSDC) &
National Minority Supplier Development Council (NMSDC) – MBE
www.emsdc.org| www.nmsdc.org

➢ New Jersey Department of Treasury – MBE and WBE
www.nj.gov/njbusiness/contracting

http://www.theenterprisecenter.com/certification
http://www.wbecouncil.org/
http://www.wbenc.org/
http://www.emsdc.org/
http://www.wbenc.org/
http://www.nj.gov/njbusiness/contracting


37TH ANNUAL 
MINORITY ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT (MED) 

WEEK PRESENTATION

OPPORTUNTIES IN TRANSPORTATION: A 
VIRTUAL WORKSHOP HOSTED BY SEPTA

Tiffany Spraggins-Payne
Project Director

U.S DOT Mid-Atlantic Region 
Small Business Transportation Resource Center

Email: tspraggins@theenterprisecenter.com
Phone: 215-243-4103 Direct: 267-225-6898

Tuesday, October 5, 2021
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•

• Federal Aviation Administration

• Federal Highway Administration

• National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

• Federal Railroad Administration

• Federal Transit Administration

• Maritime Administration

• Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration

• Pipeline Hazardous Materials Safety Administration

• Great Lakes Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation



•

⚬ Mentor-Protégé Program

⚬

• ·Regional Assistance Division (RAD)

⚬ Small Business Transportation Resource Center

⚬ Bonding Education Program

⚬ Women & Girls in Transportation Initiative (WITI)
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• he micro-purchase threshold is raised from $10,000 to $20,000 for domestic 

purchases and to $30,000 for purchases outside the U.S.

• The simplified acquisition threshold is raised from $250,000 to $750, 000 for 

domestic purchases and $1.5 million for purchases outside the U.S. 

• Agencies may use simplified acquisition procedures up to $13 million for 

purchases of commercial items buys (product or service wholesale, retail, or 

other mercantile activities)

Source: OMB MEMO TO THE HEADS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS OF 
AGENCIES 
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esources:

Mid-Atlantic Region SBTRC
https://www.transportation.gov/osdbu/mid-atlantic-region-sbtrc

OSDBU PROCUREMENT ASSISTANCE DIVISION

https://www.transportation.gov/osdbu/resources-and-tools

SEPTA Pennsylvania Unified Certification Program
www.paucp.com

The Enterprise Center

https://www.theenterprisecenter.com/business/entrepreneur-landing

The Enterprise Center Capital Corporation

https://www.theenterprisecenter.com/capital/under-50-000






