
As our friends, family, and colleagues across the Southeast recover from Hurricanes 
Helene and Milton, we are deeply saddened at the sudden passing of our Men’s 
Basketball Coach, Amir Abdur-Rahim. His passion, leadership, and dedication to 
serve our community left a legacy that will live in the hearts and minds of Bulls 
forever. Whether we are supporting each other in the midst of crisis, rebuilding in 
the wake of a hurricane, or working together to achieve a new milestone, one of our 
greatest assets at USF is our ability to come together and build a strong community.

Due to delays caused by Hurricane Milton, USF’s Homecoming celebrations are slated for 
November 4-8.  We have so much to celebrate this year regarding our community’s resilience. 
USF World will be hosting a watch party at the annual Running of the Bulls Parade on November 
8 beginning at 6:30 p.m. on the Tampa campus. Please join us; be on lookout for the collection of 
country flags carried by USF’s international students! Earlier that day we will be celebrating with 
Bulls everywhere for the long-awaited groundbreaking of the new campus stadium at 3:30 p.m. 

November also brings our annual International 
Education Month. Inspired by International 
Education Week, a joint initiative between 
the U.S. Department of Education and U.S. 
Department of State, USF World hosts a full 
month of events for students, faculty, staff, 
alumni, and community and international 
partners to recognize the university’s global 
connections. Throughout the month, we’ll 
showcase a variety of global events and 
programs across all three campuses. To help 
support students seeking to study abroad, 
David Mearns — distinguished USF alum and world renowned deep sea shipwreck hunter — has 
generously offered to match donations to the USF Education Abroad Scholarship Fund.  Make the most 
of this special matching opportunity to double your impact!
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https://gousfbulls.com/feature/amir-adbur-rahim-memorial
https://gousfbulls.com/feature/amir-adbur-rahim-memorial
https://www.usf.edu/student-affairs/homecoming/
https://www.usforacle.com/2024/10/14/usf-moves-stadium-groundbreaking-ceremony-and-homecoming-week/
https://www.usf.edu/world/participate/week.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/world/participate/week.aspx
https://giving.usf.edu/online/gift/f/610005/
https://giving.usf.edu/online/gift/f/610005/


Recent events say so much about our university’s ability to make ambitious goals a reality. In their 
respective fall addresses, USF President Rhea Law and Provost Prasant Mohapatra highlighted our goal of 
becoming a Top 25-ranked public university and maximizing USF’s impact across the Tampa Bay region, 
the State of Florida, and around the world. The university will grow research funding to $1 billion annually 
by 2030, which will require our faculty to work in interdisciplinary groups to generate innovation and 
research outcomes of global significance. An important catalyst for this bold endeavor is the creation of a 
new college dedicated to the study of artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, and computing. The college will 
be the first of its kind in Florida and will offer new academic programs and the opportunity for researchers 
from diverse disciplines to collaborate to explore the opportunities and challenges associated with the 
growing application of generative artificial intelligence in our daily lives. 
 
We can accomplish these bold goals because of the knowledge, creativity and innovation of faculty, staff, 
students and alumni whose impact is felt around the world. In this month’s newsletter, you will read about 
the fascinating work of USF Professor of Anthropology Jonathan Bethard in Transylvania. I was thrilled 
to visit the field research sites in Romania this summer along with Provost Mohaptra and Education 
Abroad Director Amanda Maurer. We spent several days learning about the region’s complex history 
from students who are conducting painstaking archeological research uncovering medieval communities 
otherwise lost to time.

Our community is strong, connected, engaged and looking toward the future! I hope to see many of you 
at Homecoming 2024 to celebrate our shared community. We are stronger together! 

Sincerely,
Dr. Kiki Caruson 

Update From the Vice President, Con’t.

https://www.usf.edu/news/2024/usf-plans-to-launch-college-focused-on-artificial-intelligence-cybersecurity-and-computing.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/world/news/2024/bethard-bioarchaeologist-transylvania.aspx


USF fall addresses by President Law and Provost Mohapatra
During her address to kick off the fall semester, USF President Rhea Law shared her strategic vision 
for the university, highlighting recent milestones and record-breaking achievements with the USF 
community.

President’s Fall Address

World Class

Provost’s Fall Address

USF alumna Dr. Jyotika Virmani from Manchester, U.K., recognized as a Forbes 50 
over 50, continues her groundbreaking work in marine biology
Dr. Virmani, an alum of the USF College of Marine Science, was recently featured in Forbes’ 50 Over 50 
list for her achievements. She also led a team that captured the first footage of a live Promachoteuthis 
squid.

Read the Forbes... Read recent discoveries

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izHj6a7ijOQ
https://usfondemand.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=e205d881-1506-4fee-8c68-b1f5013b5aaf
https://www.usf.edu/world/news/2024/jyotika-virmani-uk-spotlight.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/marine-science/news/2024/team-led-by-usf-alum-discovers-seamount-new-species-along-nazca-ridge.aspx


Destination World

Read More

Meet Nirmita Roy, USF 
alumna & STEM graduate 
from India, working in 
wearable electronics

Read More

Interdisciplinary field 
school research in Costa  
Rica to examine waste-
water management

Read More

Read MoreRead More

English doctoral students 
travel to San Sebastian 
and Bilbao, Spain to lead 
panel on Hemingway 

Read More

U.K. Alumn Martin 
Cooper reflects on the 
impact USF had on his 
career path 

USF bioarchaeologist’s 
summer field school 
uncovers layers of history 
in a Transylvania village 

USF Alumna Olga 
Aranzabal joins a U.S. 
State Department 
exchange to Germany

https://www.usf.edu/world/news/2024/bethard-bioarchaeologist-transylvania.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/world/news/2024/nirmita_roy_india_spotlight.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/arts-sciences/chronicles/2024/research-in-costa-rica-examines-wastewater-management-systems-and-aims-to-address-sanitation-issues.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/world/news/2024/martin-cooper-spotlight-united-kingdom.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/world/news/2024/olga-aranzabal-peru-spotlight.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/arts-sciences/chronicles/2024/english-doctoral-students-travel-to-spain-to-lead-panel-discussion-on-hemingway.aspx


Destination USF

Read More

USF students and 
researchers benefit 
from strong relations 
between Florida and 
the U.K.

Read More

Lebanese Honors 
student’s tenacity & 
talent reveal bright 
future in international 
development

Read More

USF Indian alumn shines 
in field of Operational 
Excellence as Senior Lead 
Program Manager for 
Siemens

Read More

What an ancient bridge 
in a Spanish cave reveals 
about early human 
settlement

Dr. Davide Tanasi shares 
impact of 3D digitization 
on global archaeological 
heritage & knowledge

From “invasive” marine 
organism to economic 
resource in the eastern 
Mediterranean

Read More

Read More

https://www.usf.edu/arts-sciences/chronicles/2024/dr-davide-tanasi-shares-impact-of-3d-digitization-on-archaeological-heritage-and-global-knowledge.aspx?utm_campaign=MarketingCloud&utm_medium=email&utm_source=CAS+Chronicles+-+September+2024+-+CAS+Alumni+and+Donors&utm_content=Dr.+Davide+Tanasi+shares+impact+of+3D+digitization+on+archaeological+heritage+and+global+knowledge
https://www.usf.edu/marine-science/news/2024/an-invasive-marine-organism-has-become-an-economic-resource-in-the-eastern-mediterranean.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/world/news/2024/research-friendship-fl-uk.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/world/news/2024/research-friendship-fl-uk.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/marine-science/news/2024/an-invasive-marine-organism-has-become-an-economic-resource-in-the-eastern-mediterranean.aspx/
https://www.usf.edu/world/news/2024/khan-spotlight-india.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/world/news/2024/research-friendship-fl-uk.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/honors/news/2024/usf-student-christoper-oueis-earns-multiple-national-awards-sets-sights-even-higher.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/news/2024/what-a-submerged-ancient-bridge-discovered-in-a-spanish-cave-reveals-about-early-human-settlement.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/honors/news/2024/usf-student-christoper-oueis-earns-multiple-national-awards-sets-sights-even-higher.aspx


Events

Read MoreRead More

USF professor David 
Jacobson publishes 
research on Viking 
societies in Norway and 
Denmark   

USF researchers receive 
NSF grant to collaborate 
with Honduran scientists 
on global coastal 
resiliency issues

USF sociology professor 
Elizabeth Aranda 
receives 2024 Award 
for Public Sociology in 
International Migration

Live event at USF   Live event abroad Virtual event

International Education Month Events
All of November
Throughout all USF campuses and online
Please visit https://www.usf.edu/world/participate/week.aspx

Global Student Center Opening Celebration
November 18
USF Faculty Offices building (FAO), First Floor 
12:00 p.m.

Read More

https://lib.usf.edu/news/usf-libraries-curator-awarded-150000-national-science-foundation-research-grant/
https://www.usf.edu/news/2024/new-study-among-viking-societies-norway-was-much-more-violent-than-denmark.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/arts-sciences/chronicles/2024/dr-elizabeth-aranda-receives-2024-award-for-public-sociology-in-international-migration.aspx?utm&trk=public_post_comment-text
https://www.usf.edu/world/participate/week.aspx
https://lib.usf.edu/news/usf-libraries-curator-awarded-150000-national-science-foundation-research-grant/


USF Network France: French Business Forum 
November 22
Register here
USF Patel Center for Global Solutions (CGS)
9:00 a.m.

International Sash Ceremony (RSVP required for graduates)
December 11
USF Marshall Student Center (MSC) Ballroom
4:30 p.m.

For more information regarding events, contact us at USFWorldEvents@usf.edu.

Check out the International Student Support Team's 
new student newsletter, GloBull Lens, here!

Live event at USF   Live event abroad Virtual event

Events, Con’t.

https://usf.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_ewCJyI9KAghnP9k
mailto:USFWorldEvents%40usf.edu?subject=event%20inquiry
https://www.usf.edu/world/documents/janna-newsletter/2024-globull-lens-oct.pdf

