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Research & Innovation
Ensure that excellent R&I done in the EU ends-up in standards, promoting 
market uptake and enabling global EU technological leadership



Why Integrate Standards, Research & Innovation

Bridge the Innovation Gap for Impact at Global Scale
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Strategic Engagement in Standards Development - How 
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Policy Context 
- Code of practice on standardisation 

Supporting our stakeholders to valorise their R&I results through
standardisation by

- Contributing to the synchronisation and systemic integration of R&I and
standardisation

- By providing guidance to researchers and innovators

- Based on a scoping study based on comprehensive survey with the involvement of

2,200 Horizon 2020 projects. 46% survey response rate

Implementing action of the EU Standardisation Strategy
& ERA Knowledge Valorisation guiding principles 

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/94a9bba7-a43b-11ec-83e1-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-253037686


Recommendations
- Code of practice on Standardisation

Higher education 
institutions and 

research & innovation
organisations

Project partners
Policy and 

stakeholders

Based on the lessons learnt and success factors from examples of Horizon 2020 projects

Inclusiveness – all types of projects with a wide range of TRLs



SMEs
SMEs, main driver of innovation, need to be more involved in the 
development & use of standards



• Lack of awareness of existing & future standards relevant to their business 

• Perception that standards are more relevant to large business

• Lack of resources (human/technical and financial) to both develop and make use of standards

• As a result, participation by SMEs in the standardisation process (accessing information, participating in 

committees, implementing and using standards) is typically low, relative to their importance within the 

economy

• Risk that standards do not fully take account of the needs or interests of SMEs. This can further 

exacerbate the issue of relatively few SMEs using and effectively implementing standards.

Barriers for SMEs’ participation in standardisation



• SMEs are privileged partners in the EU funded R&I Framework Programmes. Through EU funded 

R&I projects and pilots within Horizon Europe, DEP and CEF we support the contribution of 

organisations, including SMEs, to standardisation

• Funding of associations that represent the interests of SMEs in European standardisation, like 

SBS & Digital SME Alliance (both of whom join us here today)

• The EC also funds the participation of EU experts, in particular SMEs, in international ICT 

standardisation through the StandICT.eu initiative.   

EU support for SMEs in standardisation

https://www.standict.eu/


Support EU experts participation in international standardisation

“StandICT.eu Fellowship Programme”

EC Multi-Stakeholder Platform - 02.03.2023 10

Fellowship Programme with € 

2,925,000 funding earmarked 

over 36 months with 9 Open 

Calls

Eligible costs:

• Personal Working Effort 

(this cannot exceed the EU 

maximum daily rate of 450 

Euro)

• Travel

• Event registration fee(s)

• Membership fee(s) for 

SDO & SSO organisationsThe list of eligible ICT topics is taken from the Rolling 

Plan of the Multi-Stakeholder Platform for ICT 

Standardisation plus other insights we receive from our 

External Advisory Group



1° Open Call Deadline: 10th July 2023, 17:00 CEST



How are ICT Standards contributing to 
society? SME Guides 

Download Download

https://www.digitalsme.eu/digital/uploads/SME-ISC-Guide.pdf
https://www.digitalsme.eu/digital/uploads/SME-Guide-on-Blockchain.pdf


The USA and the EU should work together to: 

• By the end of 2023, develop joint EU-U.S. policy recommendations addressing the role, 

access to and participation of SMEs in international standardisation activities thanks to 

feedback collected from SMEs through dedicated consultations. 

• Exchange best practices on how to educate and train technical experts in standards 

development, especially with a view to the new skillsets required for critical and emerging 

technologies. 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_23_2992

US-EU TTC Joint Statement on standardisation - SMEs

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_23_2992


Education
Ensuring future standardisation expertise



Standards Academy 

The Standards Academy serves as a knowledge-hub on key factors of the Standardisation ecosystem, the functioning of 

the Standards development process, and its economic and societal benefits https://www.standict.eu/euos-academy

Tailored StartPacks for Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced users

A new feature 

“Recommended 

knowledge” has been 

implemented to enable the 

EUOS Academy members 

to  categorise the type of 

each resource

https://www.standict.eu/euos-academy


Standards Academy 

Standards Academy Programme

• Improve the expertise and skills, and knowledge in standardisation strategy and uptake of European 

experts of EU organisations involved in international ICT standardisation; 

• Develop target group-specific training material, modules and SME mentorship programme; 

• Perform large-scale training through workshops for different levels of standardisation skills.

One specific session about 

the Standards Academy at 

the EURAS 2023 in Aachen 

between 28th and 30th of 

June to collect feedback

Development of webinars for 

beginners, intermediate and 

advanced users in the format of 3 

sessions à 2 hours 

Screening existing teaching material 

related to standardisation from 

different sources/organisations



StandICT.eu Events/Webinars

Future Standardisation Education - Reflections 

and Recommendations

On 18th January 2023, StandICT.eu 2023 in collaboration with the 

European Commission, organised a Workshop on “Future Standardisation 

Education” covering the principal results and impacts of StandICT.eu 2023.

The report can be downloaded here: 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7561753

Register here

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7561753
https://eu01web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pa_-dn26RHitasdoqOLaLQ#/registration
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